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agreed to support the dam, but Egypt has remained wary. International groups have questioned the environmental impact of 
the project and its effect on people upstream. There are also international conventions that protect water and provide for 
equal access to this critical natural resource.

The Nile is the world’s longest river, crossing through eleven different countries and critical to the arid countries of the 
region for their survival. Ethiopia is the source of 85 percent of the Nile’s water. Despite its stated opposition, there is some 
evidence that Egypt may take a more cooperative stance as water, environmental, and agricultural experts have begun research 
to identify ways to address the consequences of the dam.* The outcome is uncertain, however, as the Egyptian government 
weighs the financial and political costs of its response.

What is the role of crossing borders in resolving this issue? How can the cross-disciplinary focus of international studies help?
*http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2014/05/egypt-soften-stance-ethiopia-renaissance-dam.html#

Questions

•• What is the role of geography in this conflict? Why do national borders matter here?
•• What are the political motives of the countries involved in this dispute?
•• What are the economic stakes for each of the countries affected?
•• Do social and cultural factors play a significant role?
•• Can the international community offer any solution?
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